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INTRODUCTION

You have now reached a very important stage in your School career.  For the first time you are being given the chance to choose the subjects which you will study for the next two years.   Because you will study these subjects in greater depth, you will not be able to carry on with all the subjects you are doing at the moment.

Some subjects, therefore, you may decide never to study again.  Other subjects you may decide not to choose now but might consider again when the next choice is offered at the end of Fourth Year.

The choice which you make now plays a very significant part in shaping your future education and, of course, your future career.  Having the appropriate skills, attitudes and qualifications can only be to your advantage.  It is vital, therefore, that you consider a number of points carefully so that you can make the best choice for yourself:-

1. All subjects offer the chance to develop important skills.  Think carefully about how the subjects (including any new ones) might match any thoughts you have about future careers.  Think about subjects you enjoy and subjects which you consider to be your strongest and try to achieve a balance of all these factors.

Consider all subjects carefully before rejecting or discontinuing any of them.

2. Do not fall into the trap of choosing or rejecting a subject because it is regarded as a “boys’ subject” or a “girls’ subject”.

Subjects specifically for boys or girls do not exist.

All subjects are on offer and are available to all pupils.

Don’t choose subjects for the wrong reasons e.g. because your best friend is choosing it: rather make what is the best choice for you.

3. In most cases subjects are currently offered at Standard Grade levels at Credit, General and Foundation. Some subjects are also available in the National Qualification system at Access / Intermediate 1 / Intermediate 2 levels. There is an opportunity therefore, for all pupils to achieve the highest level that is possible for them.  The opportunities you have when you leave school will be affected by the level of qualifications you have attained.

It is up to you, therefore, to make sure that you gain the highest level  you can in each subject which you choose.

4. The selection of your subjects is not the end of the matter.  Remember that these will be the subjects you will concentrate on for the next 2 years.

Your success in acquiring the skills and qualifications you need will depend a lot on your attitude to school and to your chosen subjects.  You should be keen and interested in the subjects selected – after all you will have chosen them yourself.  You will need to develop good working and study habits both at school and at home.  It is not your teachers’ job to force you to behave, to work, to learn.  That is your own responsibility if you want to make the most of your opportunities.

After selecting your subjects, you must be determined to work hard so that by the end of S4 you can confidently say that you have done the best that you could.

Keep all these points in mind when making your choice.  By the time you choose you will have done a lot of preparation during your Social Education class.  You should also seek advice from your parents and your subject teachers.

[image: image13.wmf]
CURRICULUM  :  SUBJECTS  IN  S3  AND  S4

You will study eight subjects.  The increased time, made available by reducing the curriculum from twelve subjects in S2, will allow for greater depth of study in the eight chosen subjects and give you the opportunity to produce your best performance.

ALL PUPILS  WILL STUDY:
English (Group 1) for four periods per week






Mathematics (Group 2) for four periods per week






Social Education 1 period per week






Religious Education 1 period per week






Physical Education 2 periods per week

ALL PUPILS  SHOULD CHOOSE:  
One Social Subject (Group 3 on the option sheet)


One Science Subject (Group 4 on the option sheet)


Four Elective subjects (Group 5 on the option form)

EACH SUBJECT IN GROUPS 3, 4, AND 5 WILL BE STUDIED FOR 3 PERIODS.

Once pupil choices have been processed, individual choices will be checked to try to ensure that all pupils have a balanced curriculum.   We would recommend that whenever possible each pupil’s curriculum should cover each of the modes detailed below:
1.
Languages and Communication

2.
Mathematical Studies

3.
Scientific Studies

4.
Social and Environmental Studies

5.
Technological Activities

6.
Creative and Aesthetic

7.
Physical Education 

8.
Religious Education

APPENDIX 1 (SEE PAGE 50)   -  CURRICULAR FRAMEWORK FOR S3-S4: GUIDELINES FOR SCHOOLS - GIVES INFORMATION WHICH RELATES SPECIFIC SUBJECTS TO THE ABOVE MODES.

[image: image14.wmf]
COURSE  LEVELS

STANDARD  GRADE:
Three levels of course are usually available:

CREDIT - (Grades 1 and 2)
GENERAL  - (Grades 3 and 4)   FOUNDATION - (Grades 5 and 6)

In Standard Grade, pupils will be able to move from one level to another, according to their progress during the course. Hence, greater account is taken of individual pupil development which could lead to pupils being presented for two levels: Credit/General or General/Foundation in S4, depending on the level reached.

It is important to realise from the outset that the final grades and levels achieved at Standard Grade do not depend only on an examination at the end of S4.  All subjects have a school based element, performance in which is included in the overall result. Therefore it is vital that all pupils work consistently throughout S3 and S4 as a degree of continuous assessment is involved.

In order to prepare for their Standard Grade Examinations in S4, formal examinations will be held for all S3 pupils in the summer term.  In addition, all S4 pupils will sit preliminary examinations in December of their fourth year.

The option choices pupils make now will affect the choices they can make later at the end of S4. Pupils should bear in mind that this is only another step along a route which is taking them on to a job, or training, or college or university.

This means the decisions which pupils make now are going to affect their choice of National Qualifications in S5 – these are the courses which are important for university entrance.

The new, National Qualifications system brings together the best of Scottish education currently offered in schools and colleges.  There are now no artificial barriers between academic and vocational subjects.  The aim is to provide opportunity for all students to continue their studies after Standard Grade at a level appropriate to them, and to provide themselves with a firm foundation for further learning.  National Qualifications will build on Standard Grade, so students can choose courses for S5 based on what they have achieved in S4.  After Standard Grade in S4, subjects courses will be available at five levels in S5 and S6:

[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf][image: image17.wmf][image: image18.wmf]Access

Intermediate 1

Intermediate 2

Higher

Advanced  Higher

Access:            
courses for students who may have learning difficulties and/or who are unlikely to achieve Foundation Level Awards.

Intermediate 1: 
courses for those who have achieved Foundation Awards.

Intermediate 2:
courses for students who have achieved General Level Awards and who may proceed to Higher courses in S6.

Higher:
courses for students who have achieved Credit Level Awards and who intend to continue with their education post 16.

Advanced higher:
courses which would act as stepping stones to undergraduate courses at University.

Pupils and Parents should note that certain departments have opted to introduce National Qualifications into the S3 and S4 Curriculum.  These are clearly indicated in this booklet.  Where National Qualifications courses are offered in S3 and S4, they can be compared to Standard Grade as follows:

Intermediate 2 – broadly equivalent to Credit level at Standard Grade

Intermediate 1 – broadly equivalent to General level at Standard Grade

Access 3 – broadly equivalent to Foundation level at Standard Grade

The following diagram indicates the relative level of difficulty and the routes of progression through the range of modern Scottish Qualifications.
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THE  PUPIL SUPPORT SYSTEM

(information for parents)

Your child’s Pupil Support (PT) is available to help him/her to choose courses well fitted to his/her needs and abilities.

In S2 Social Education Classes, pupils and teachers have been discussing subject choice for some time.  This has been part of a well planned programme of lessons.

Now that the time of choosing has arrived, you, the parents, will be very much a part of the process.

On  Monday 1st March you will be invited to a ‘Transfer Information Evening’ when the transfer arrangements for pupils moving from S2 to S3 will be explained.  Senior Management and our Careers Adviser, will be available to inform you about Subject Choices.

There will also be a meeting on Monday 8th March at which Parents/Guardians can meet Class Teachers to discuss their child’s progress and obtain recommendations regarding S3/4 potential in individual subjects.

If, having studied this booklet and having attended the above meetings, you are still uncertain over Subject Choices, please arrange to make an appointment, with the relevant Pupil Support PT, at a mutually convenient time during week commencing Monday 15th March 2009.
Completed Option Forms should be returned, by your child, to his/her Register Teacher at Registration by Thursday 11th March at the latest.

Pupils in S3 and S4 will continue to have one period each week of Social Education.  The pattern will be similar to that in S2 with a mixture of Health, Social and Careers Education.  They will also have the opportunity to access ‘Kudos’ which will give information about careers, qualifications, etc.  Also, in S3 and S4 some personal profiling begins, resulting in the preparation of a progress file which will include a recognition of skills developed by pupils during their time at School.

At present, most Work Experience takes place in S4 and is offered to all pupils.  We regard this as a valuable preparation for the future.  There are many other opportunities for self-development and future career planning within S3 and S4.  Those who choose to leave school at the end of S4 will be fully informed about employment possibilities and training schemes by our Pupil Support PT’s and Careers Advisers.  

Pupil support PT’s continually monitor the progress and general well-being of pupils in their House Groups.  Pupils will be in the same Register Class, have the same Register Teacher, the same Pupil Support PT and the same Head of House (Depute Rector) Teacher as they have had in S1 and S2.  The administrative aspects of S3 will be looked after by  Ms S Brown(Depute Rector).

SUPPORT FOR LEARNING DEPARTMENT

The Support for Learning Department provides support and extra help in all areas of the curriculum for those pupils who may require it. 
For subject choices in mainstream the support is given primarily within the classroom, with the Support for Learning Teacher working alongside the class teacher.  However, there are times when individual tutorial help may be needed and this is provided as and when judged to be necessary.

More information may be obtained from the Principal Teacher, Miss T Macartney.

The Support for Learning Centre provides a variety of learning experiences for identified pupils.  In S3/4 we offer National Qualification Courses at Access 1 / 2 levels in Mathematics, English, Personal and Social Development, Home Economics, Drama and ICT for pupils who have been identified as needing this kind of provision as an alternative to Standard Grade through Learning Support review meetings.  We also teach practical life skills and encourage involvement in the community and prepare pupils for post-school provision.

Parents are welcome to contact us at any time to discuss how best to meet the needs of their children. 


SUBJECT  CHOICE  AND  CAREERS

Each pupil should try, as far as possible, to relate his/her choice to the “type” of job, or career, which he/she has in mind.  Very often these jobs, or careers, can be closely linked to the subjects which a pupil enjoys, or in which he/she has some ability.  Ideas about careers, however, often change considerably in the later years at School, so that subject choices, at this stage, should not be tied too closely to one specific job or career.  What is important is that the key subjects for a career are covered, and that each pupil maintains a balance over the whole range of subjects chosen.

It is, therefore, very important that the notes on individual subjects offered in this booklet are read carefully.

Specific career information can be obtained from Mrs Craik, Principal Teacher Guidance (Careers) and from Ms P. Stark the Academy’s Careers Adviser who is based at Annan Academy on Tuesday, Thursday and Fridays (apart from the last Friday of each month), during term time or Dumfries Careers Office.  A very well resourced Careers section in the School Library also provides a great deal of informative and up to date careers information.

GOING ONTO HIGHER EDUCATION

A number of pupils will be considering the Higher Education Option after completing their secondary Education.  Information detailing the courses available and qualifications necessary can be found in each college/university prospectus.  These are available in the School Library for consultation by pupils. (Please ask Mrs Turner for assistance.)
ENGLISH

WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  ENGLISH

A compulsory subject, English appears on all third year timetables.  

The study of English is vital because our ability to use language lies at the centre of the development and expression of our emotions, our thinking, our learning and our sense of personal identity.  Language is itself a key aspect of our culture.  Literacy is fundamental to all areas of learning, as it unlocks access to the wider curriculum.  Being literate increases opportunities for the individual in all aspects of life and lays the foundations for lifelong learning and work.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

In S3 and S4 pupils will be encouraged to develop as critical and creative thinkers as well as improving and consolidating their skills in listening and talking, reading, writing and the personal, interpersonal and team-working skills which are so important in life and in the world of work.
THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE

Pupils will study a wide range of literature and other printed or multimedia texts which will enrich their learning, develop their language skills and enable them to find enjoyment.  Learning also involves the use of relevant and real-life contexts which build upon pupils’ own interests and experiences.
ASSESSMENT

Our aim is to ensure that each individual pupil reaches their full potential in English.  Most pupils will achieve a Standard Grade qualification in English at the end of S4.  A few pupils may be presented earlier than this, at the end of S3.  Some pupils will work towards an Access qualification in English in S3 and S4.
Standard Grade English is awarded following a combination of internal assessment by the school and external assessment by the SQA.  It is important to note that a significant proportion of the total marks available is for work done by candidates in class and in some cases at home.

i. The Talk assessment is entirely school based and it is important to stress that audibility, articulation and fluency are of the essence.

ii. The Writing and Reading grades are arrived at by a combination of levels attained in both the Folio and the External Exam.

iii. The Folio, the contents of which are specified by the Examination Authority, has a direct and significant influence on the final grades awarded for Reading and Writing.  To fail to submit a Folio is to forfeit all chance of an award:  to submit an inadequate Folio is to jeopardise the grade.

More information can be obtained from the Principal Teacher - Curriculum, Miss L Brown.

DRAMA

DRAMA:  Intermediate 2
WHY SHOULD YOU STUDY DRAMA
Intermediate 2 Drama is an excellent medium for personal and social development.  Drama methodology is founded on the development of a fuller understanding and awareness of self and others, in exploring our own understanding of the world and our place in it.  At its core is the promotion of personal and interpersonal skills; confidence, communication, co-operation and successful working relationships.  As well as the paper qualification, you will be gaining life-long skills that are essential to any work environment.
The course is divided into three sections:

DRAMA SKILLS
During this unit you will learn about a variety of drama skills, forms and structures in order to investigate and explore a negotiated theme, issue or topic.  You will be required to devise a piece of drama on the agreed theme, portray a character, direct others in a short section of the drama and review and evaluate your participation and the process as a whole.

THEATRE PRODUCTION SKILLS
During this unit you will be focusing on the theatre production team and play appreciation skills.  This will be done by studying a number of short textual extracts, looking at the interpretation of character & relationships and the design implications i.e. how these extracts would practically be shown.  All aspects of the production team will be explored including set design, lighting, sound, costume, props, make-up, acting, stage management and directing.

DRAMA:  PRODUCTION
During this unit you will use all of the skills and experience that you have gained in the first two units by co-operating and participating in the staging of a small-scale production.

ASSESSMENT
Whilst there is ongoing internal assessment throughout the course, it is essentially externally assessed.

· Practical Examination = 50% of the total course assessment

· Question paper           = 50% of the total course assessment

More information can be obtained from the Principal Teacher responsible for Drama 

Mr. N. Wallace

MATHEMATICS

WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  MATHEMATICS

Mathematics is a “life-skill”, therefore, is it a compulsory subject for all pupils?  A qualification in Mathematics is required for entry to the majority of careers as well as for many further education courses.  Pupils will also find the content of their Mathematics course useful in their study of many other school subjects as well as in their everyday life.

THE SUBJECT SKILLS

The courses at all levels seek to:-

i. contribute to pupils’ personal development and overall education;

ii. enable pupils to develop to the limit of their capability the mathematical skills and understanding required for their present needs, both in and out of school, and for future demands of adult life, employment, further study and training;

iii. develop an appreciation and enjoyment of  Mathematics and an awareness of its importance in society and in the development of technology.

THE CONTENT OF THE COURSE

At Access level the course concentrates on basic mathematical skills in number, shape, time, measurement money and statistics.
At Foundation level the course covers Mathematics in everyday life with considerable emphasis on practical and real life situations, e.g. budgeting, home decorating.

Most pupils study General level, and will cover skills required for other school subjects and most vocational requirements.

Intermediate 2 will allow greater accessibility to pupils to get a Credit equivalent in Maths.  This course is more applicable Maths and less abstract than Credit.

Pupils at Credit level study more abstract Mathematics which helps prepare them for Higher Grade Mathematics in Fifth Year.

ASSESSMENT

In order to increase pupils’ confidence in their ability, the course and assessment are designed to provide all with challenges that are attainable.  It is hoped that this will raise pupils’ self-esteem and assist them, individually, to reach their highest possible level of performance.

After two years study, during which regular assessments will have been made, pupils sit an external examination and are awarded an SQA Grade on a 1-7 scale.  Credit level covers 1-2, General 3-4 and Foundation 5-7.  Pupils may be presented for 2 sets of  papers i.e. Credit and General or General and Foundation.  Each set consist of 2 papers, one of which is non-calculator.

It should be noted that some pupils may be presented for National Qualification awards at Intermediate 2, Intermediate 1 or Access level as an alternative to Standard Grades, where these better meet the needs of pupils.

It should also be noted that classes are set by ability, with pupils in the top set normally being presented for Intermediate 2 at the end of S3, and then concentrating on Credit work in S4 with some Higher course work also being covered in S4. 

More information can be obtained from the Principal Teacher Curriculum, Mrs J McEwen.

SOCIAL  SUBJECTS


GEOGRAPHY

WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  GEOGRAPHY

Geography helps us to understand how people and the world in which they live affect each other.  This understanding is important because this planet is the only home we have and we should be aware of what is happening to it and to ourselves.

We see many programmes on television showing how people can damage the world e.g. by pollution, careless farming, and equally the terrible results of disasters such as drought and earthquakes.  Geography helps to explain the background to such events so that we can understand them more easily.

Geography covers a wide range of topics and therefore fits well with most other subjects e.g. a Mathematics/Science based course or a Language/Social Studies based course.  At University level, Geography can be studied with a wide range of subjects both in the Sciences and the Arts.

For entry into Further Education Courses Geography is accepted along with Maths and the Sciences as satisfying a Science Entry Requirement.

Apart from practical skills such as map reading, Geography encourages an inquiring mind and introduces pupils to problems found in handling a wide range of information relevant to any particular situation.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

There are two elements or skills in Geography:

1. A Knowledge and Understanding of the key ideas of the course (KU).

2. Enquiry Skills – the ability to draw valid conclusions from a study of geographical data to express a point of view based on evidence and to identify ways of gathering and processing information. (ES)

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE
The course is arranged in three main themes:

1. Physical Environment – (weather, climate, what the land is like, how people adapt to their environment, conservation issues).

2. Human Environment (settlement, farming, industry and how these are changing).

3. International Issues (population, world trade, and international relations). 

ASSESSMENT

Throughout S.3 and S.4 there are a series of assessments covering the skills of KU and ES.

In the final assessment of the course both – KU and ES are assessed by an external exam at either Credit and General or General and Foundation levels based on the department’s decision as to the best chances of success for the individual pupil.

In the final assessment the elements are weighted as follows KU 40% and ES 60% in determining overall grade.  Each element is graded from 1-6 according to performance.

More information can be obtained from any specialist teacher.


HISTORY

WHY YOU SHOULD STUDY HISTORY

History is no longer just about learning facts.  History is a lively, question-posing, thought-provoking study.  If you are keen to find a worthwhile interest for life then History is for you.

History is a positive advantage in many careers and it is certainly a disadvantage in none.  There is a wide range of jobs and careers to which History can contribute.  There is a growing leisure market which is history-based.  History has a part to play in Journalism and the Media, the Legal profession, the Civil Service, the Police and Armed Services, Drama and the Performing Arts.

All Scottish Universities accept Higher and Standard Grade History as entrance qualifications.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

Assessment is based on two skills:

1. Knowledge and Understanding of the key ideas of the course.

2. Enquiry Skills.  This includes ‘evaluation’ of sources and ‘investigating’ through sources.

THE  CONTENTS  OF  THE  COURSE

The Standard Grade course follows a path through three units.   Essential features of the Course which are emphasised are an understanding of heritage, change and continuity and of cause and effect.

Unit 1
Changing Life in Scotland and Britain 1880 to the present day. Looking at changes in health, housing, industry, the position of women, transport and politics.

Unit 2
Cooperation and Conflict 1890-1920s.   A study of the First World War including the causes of the war and peacemaking after the war.

Unit 3
People and Power:  Germany 1918-1939, or Russia 1914-41.  The struggle for power in a foreign country .

Pupils will work with all sorts of evidence – both primary and secondary.  Pupils will be involved in questioning the evidence they have of the past.  They will take into account reliability and bias.  Balanced judgements on past events can be made and imaginative understanding of the past is encouraged.  Researching information and presenting the results clearly and precisely is a great help to literacy.  The content of the Standard Grade course also extends the pupils’ knowledge of the world.  Employers are often seeking those very skills which Standard Grade History is seeking to develop thorough research, thinking carefully, questioning, reporting clearly and precisely and making balanced judgements about human nature and behaviour.  Throughout their study of Standard Grade units pupils will be asked to think about a variety of challenging issues in both national and international settings.  In a democratic society, where adults have the right to vote and thus make decisions for the future, it is of great importance that pupils have opportunities to examine issues of this kind in a structured and disciplined way.

ASSESSMENT

Throughout S3 and S4 practice is given, in class and through homework, in the skills of Knowledge and Understanding and Enquiry Skills.  There is a 3rd year exam in April and the Prelim Exam is in January/February of 4th year.   The Prelim Exam determines at what levels pupils sit the external exam in May of 4th Year.  Final grades are based on this external exam backed up by School estimates.

More information may be obtained from any specialist teacher.


MODERN  STUDIES


WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  MODERN  STUDIES

Standard Grade Modern Studies aims to help pupils understand the world in which they live and to give them the skills they need to interpret the social, economic and political issues they will meet in their adult lives.

Modern Studies is a good foundation for many University courses – not only in the Social Sciences but also in Law, Science, Technology and Business.  It can also be a useful course of study as a preparation for a wide range of jobs especially those which involve working with people and writing reports.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS 

1. Knowledge and Understanding – a firm grasp of the subject matter and an understanding of the key concepts.

2. Enquiry Skills  -  the ability to identify exaggeration and bias in evidence, evaluate information, justify the use of and demonstrate methods of enquiry.

Pupils will be expected to use internet, newspapers, magazines, books, television and radio.  

THE CONTENT OF THE COURSE

The course is based on a number of concepts chosen for their relevance to everyday life to provide pupils with a more complete understanding of their community, Britain and the World.  These concepts are studied through topics grouped under the following headings:

1. Living in a Democracy; elections and government in Scotland and Britain, Trade Unions.

2. Changing Society; the elderly, employed, unemployed, lone parents, Welfare Provision.

3. Ideology – the USA.

4. International Relations; NATO, UN and the EU, the Politics of Aid.

ASSESSMENT

Knowledge and Understanding, and Enquiry Skills are assessed at the end of each unit and a formal written exam is set in S3 with a Prelim Exam in S4.

More information can be obtained from any specialist teacher.

ACCESS 3 SOCIAL SUBJECTS

Course Outline

As well as offering an academic qualification this course is designed to help improve self-reliance and improve basic skills such as literacy and numeracy.

The coursework aims to help young people to;


a)
become informed and confident decision makers.


b)
understand contrasts and similarities by placing their own experiences within a



broader context.


c) 
explore themes


d)
develop the capacity to organise and use information.

This year themes were taken from History, Modern Studies and Geography in line with the interests of the students and these have been as diverse as World War One, Explorers, Disability, Alaska.

Our Access course is taught using a range of methods aimed at keeping pupils engaged and enthusiastic about learning.  To date, these have included learning games, field visits, model making, art and practical work.  Students are also encouraged to improve their basic skills of reading and writing as well as essential social skills such as team work.

We also encourage students to take some responsibility for their own learning by inviting suggestions on what they will study and how.  Our present S3 are the first group to have undertaken Access Social Subjects and to date the available evidence suggests that it is successful.  Critical to the success of this class is our restriction on numbers and it is again likely that not all who apply will gain a place on the course.

The course leads to the SQA Access 3 award in Social Subjects and progression is possible within the class to SQA Intermediate 1 units in Personal and Social Development, and SQA Intermediate 1 units in History.
SCIENCE  SUBJECTS



BIOLOGY


WHY YOU SHOULD STUDY BIOLOGY


This is an interesting, exciting, lively and satisfying Science which develops an awareness of the natural world and the part we play in it.  Our environment is our heritage and Biology helps us to appreciate and care for it, protecting it for future generations.  Our health is important.  Biology gives a better insight into things which affect it, also how our bodies function normally.  Our very existence depends on other forms of life, both animals and plants and the study of Biology helps us to realise this interdependence.  The range of jobs with a biological content is immense – teacher, doctor, vet, dentist, nurse, dietician, farmer, forester, pharmacist, hairdresser etc……. . Biotechnology, a comparatively new field, is rapidly developing and will provide many jobs in the future.

Biology is a subject equally suited to both boys and girls.

Standard Grade Biology

THE SUBJECT SKILLS

The following skills are developed throughout the course:

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING: Involves learning the facts and concepts, which make up the course content.

PROBLEM SOLVING: Involves handling information, evaluating procedures and information, making predictions and drawing conclusions.

PRACTICAL ABILITIES: Allows pupils to develop the skills necessary for carrying out useful practical techniques and biological investigations.

THE CONTENT OF THE COURSE

The course is split into seven topics:

The Biosphere 

The study of ecology using an investigative approach.

Investigating Cells 
Students will develop a knowledge and understanding of the structures and processes shared by all living organisms. 

The World of Plants

A look at the structure, function and uses of plants.

Animal Survival
An interesting look at food, its importance and utilisation, reproduction and water balance in vertebrates.

Inheritance
An introduction to genetics. A subject that has enormous economic and social importance.

Biotechnology
An insight into the scope of biotechnology and the principles on which it is based.


The Body in Action

A look at the relationships between physical activity and healthy living.

Practical work is carried out at relevant points in the course. Experiments help to give a better understanding of how things work. They are only done when necessary and cruelty is never involved. 

ASSESSMENT

All three-subject skills are assessed throughout the course. They are assessed in a number of ways, some of which are more informal than others.

1. Work is checked regularly by the class teacher.

2. Homework is set regularly. It is expected to be handed in by a set date and signed by parents/guardians.

3. A formal end of topic test is given at the end of each unit.

4. Each pupil will sit the SQA Exam at the end of the course.

The overall grade gained will depend upon how well the pupil has worked throughout the two years of study.

Access 3 / Intermediate 1 Biology

WHY CHOOSE THIS COURSE?

The course is ideal for students who have some interest in living things but who don’t necessarily wish to have a career in biology.

It is split up into smaller units, which makes it ideal for pupils who may have difficulty in remembering large amounts of knowledge.

Pupils will be encouraged to work both in small groups and to work independently, as well as being encouraged to develop positive attitudes to themselves and others.

THE CONTENT OF THE COURSE

This course involves much practical work and covers three separate units.

1. 
Health and Technology (How to keep our heart, lungs and body healthy)

2. 
Growing Plants (Growing plants from seed and plant production)

3. 
Biotechnological Industries (Looking at the dairy, brewing, detergent and pharmaceutical  industries)

ASSESSMENT

Throughout the two-year course pupils are assessed in both practical skills and for knowledge and understanding by a series of short tests.

Depending upon their performance the pupil may be assessed at Intermediate 1 level and sit a final exam. However those pupils achieving Access 3 level need not sit a final exam. 

Both Access 3 and Intermediate 1 are nationally accepted courses, which result in a National Certificate being awarded.

More information can be obtained from the acting Principal Teacher, Mrs J Breakenridge.


CHEMISTRY

WHY YOU SHOULD STUDY CHEMISTRY

The world of Chemistry is something you already know quite a lot about. We all do, because Chemistry is all around us.  Everything, from the air we breathe to the earth underfoot, is made of chemicals.  Chemists have learned to use chemicals found in nature to manufacture a vast array of products, from nylon to aspirin to glue.  They use nature’s basic ingredients, combining them in new ways to make products we want and need.

We live in an age of Chemistry-based technology.  Chemistry is a very important subject for any career in Science, and some knowledge of the subject is required in most branches of Science and Technology.  Chemistry also provides the basis for many key areas of study such as medicine, agriculture, geology, food technology, chemical engineering, textile technology and materials science.  Chemistry is required for most laboratory work, both in hospitals and industry.

Chemistry occupies a central position in the Sciences and it can be taken along with Physics or Biology, or as a subject on its own.  

The course has been designed to equip pupils with some knowledge and understanding of the chemical nature of the world in which they live and help them to understand chemical concepts referred to in the media.  The course should encourage enthusiasm and promote the idea that Chemistry is a useful, interesting and enjoyable area of study.

Standard Grade Chemistry

THE SUBJECT SKILLS
The essence of scientific enquiry is problem solving.  The course aims to develop the skills necessary to find the solutions to problems.

KNOWLEDGE  AND  UNDERSTANDING

· some chemical facts, ideas and techniques

· some applications of Chemistry in society

PROBLEM  SOLVING

· handling and processing information

· evaluating procedures and information

· making predictions and drawing conclusions

PRACTICAL  ABILITIES

· observing and recording

· measuring and manipulating

Pupils will develop their practical skills during routine experimental work and practical investigations.

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE
Topics studied in the course include the structure of the atom; fuels including oil and natural gas; plastics and their uses: metals and corrosion; foodstuffs and related materials; acids and alkalis; speed of reactions; industrial processes, making and using electricity, properties of materials, environmental and economic issues.

One of the essential features of Chemistry is practical work.  This occupies about half the time available and contributes to the enjoyment and interest in the subject.

The interaction between Chemistry, Technology and Society are given consideration during the two year course.  This involves problem solving activities, data handling and role playing situations.  The grade awarded at the end of the two year course will be based on three areas of study:

1. Knowledge of Understanding

2. Problem Solving

3. Practical Abilities

ASSESSMENT
Throughout the two year course assessment is carried out in a variety of ways.

· End of topic tests

· Homework and classwork at regular intervals

· Practical investigations

· Set experimental techniques

The department operates a homework policy, which asks parents to check pupil progress in end of topic tests and homework exercises.  This we hope will keep parents informed on how pupils are coping with the course.

Access  3  and  Intermediate  1  Chemistry

The course is similar to the content of Standard Grade Chemistry.  The work is of a simpler nature and taken at a slower pace.  All pupils will start studying at Access level but can progress to Intermediate if appropriate.

The units studied during the course are:

· CHEMISTRY  IN  ACTION

· EVERYDAY  CHEMISTRY

· CHEMISTRY  AND  LIFE

The study of the units is accompanied by a large amount of practical activity which helps in the understanding of the course work.

Access 3 has no external exam and the SQA certificate is based on short internal assessments during the two year course.

Intermediate 1 Certification requires pupils to sit an external exam in June of the final year.

More information can be obtained from the acting Principal Teacher, Mrs J Breakenridge.

Physics


WHY  CHOOSE  PHYSICS

A qualification in Physics will pave the way for further study in the sciences and engineering, but will also be useful for those wishing to pursue a career in other fields, such as medicine and law and even in such diverse fields as the entertainment industry, motor sports and high finance!

Studying Physics also helps us to understand technology and to appreciate the basic processes of nature, as well as developing the ability to think clearly, solve problems logically, communicate ideas precisely and to work with a wide range of scientific equipment.

Achieving a good qualification in Physics will be challenging and demanding, but will be recognised and valued by employers everywhere.  If you are prepared to roll up your sleeves and (with our help) rise to the challenge, then the sky is the limit…. 

Physics courses offered at Annan Academy are Standard Grade, Access 3/Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher.

STANDARD GRADE PHYSICS

Girls and boys with a positive attitude who work well individually or in a group should achieve personal success and fulfilment in the Standard Grade Physics course.

The subjects you choose for third and fourth year will depend on your interests, ability and ambitions.  Pupils who like a challenge, have an inquisitive mind and enjoy practical experiments will find Physics to be an interesting and rewarding subject to study.

In the world of work, male and female physicists make a major contribution in many areas such as professional engineers, technicians and teachers.

WHAT  IS  STANDARD  GRADE  PHYSICS
At Standard Grade we study Physics through its applications in:

Telecommunications … TV, radio, satellite communications, mobile phones, etc

Electricity … uses and theory of electricity, focussing on electricity in the home

Health physics … lasers, X-rays, radioactivity, ultrasonics, vision

Electronics … simple electronic systems and components (computing, control, alarms, etc)

Transport … motion of cars, planes etc in terms of speed, acceleration, forces and energy etc

Energy … electricity production and distribution and energy conservation

Space physics … astronomy and space flight

In Standard Grade Physics pupils develop the following skills:

Knowledge and Understanding:  In studying applications of physics pupils learn facts and ideas and how to apply them to familiar situations.

Problem Solving:  In physics this involves extracting information from text, tables etc to solve problems and commenting on and drawing conclusions from experiments, observations and applications.

Practical Abilities:  Pupils develop skills in carrying out a range of straightforward experimental procedures and in carrying out practical investigations.

ASSESSMENT

Practical Abilities are assessed by the class teacher and Knowledge and Understanding and Problem Solving by external exam.  Progress is monitored by end of topic tests, the S3 exam and S4 Prelim Exam.

Whatever your ambitions may be we hope that if you choose Standard Grade Physics you will find it a valuable and interesting course.

ACCESS 3/INTERMEDIATE 1 PHYSICS

Why choose this course

The course is ideal for students who have some interest in how Physics explains how the world works but who don’t necessarily wish to have a career in Physics.  It is split up into six smaller units, which is ideal for pupils who may have difficulty in remembering large amounts of knowledge.  Pupils will be encouraged to work in small groups and to work independently as well as being encouraged to develop positive attitudes to themselves and others.

The Content of the Course

This course involves a fair amount of practical work and the opportunity to develop numerical skills.

(1) Telecommunications

(about radio, TV, satellites, telephone etc.)

(2) Movement

(about forces, speed and acceleration, collisions etc.)

(3) Practical Electricity

(about mains electricity and electric circuits etc.)

(4) Sound and Music

(about sound waves, speed of sound, musical instruments etc.)

(5) Electronics

(about electronic processes, logic gates etc.)

(6) Radiation

(about light, X-rays, radioactivity etc.)

Assessment

Throughout the two year-course pupils are assessed in both practical skills and for knowledge and understanding by a series of short tests.  Depending on their performance the pupils may be assessed at Intermediate 1 level and sit a final exam.  However those pupils achieving Access 3 level need not sit a final exam.  Both SQA Access 3 and Intermediate 1 are nationally accepted courses, which result in a SQA certificate being awarded.

More information can be obtained from the acting Principal Teacher, Mrs J Breakenridge.

Modern  Languages (French/German)


WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  A  FOREIGN  LANGUAGE

Being able to speak, listen and understand, read and understand, and write in a foreign language are all extremely valuable skills which are usable at age 16 and beyond.  Learning a Foreign Language is learning a skill for life.  The ability to use a foreign language is important in an increasing number of jobs it also demonstrates to prospective colleges and universities that a young person can process and apply learned information effectively.  Important too, is the ability to communicate with our European neighbours in everyday situations (in the foreign country and in our own country).  The sending of e-mail information to and from the foreign country and the ability to access foreign language websites is becoming increasingly important for business and for leisure interests.

Pupils  Choosing to study a Modern Foreign Language will continue with the language they have studied in S1 and S2 – they will not normally be allowed to ‘swap’ languages. A few pupils who have shown particular ability in their first foreign language may choose to study a second in S3 – S4 – by following an additional Standard grade course in French or German. 
THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

Although the skills of Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing are assessed separately, these skills are often interdependent in the context of teaching and learning e.g. Writing and Reading activities can be used to support Speaking, Reading and Listening can be used to support Writing or Speaking activities….. 

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE
The Standard Grade courses in French and German are two-year courses leading to certification at Credit, General and Foundation levels.

The courses recycle and expand on the basic topics covered in the 5-14 programme.  The topics covered are Lifestyles, Music, Television, Studying, Life in the Future, Past Holidays, Ideal House, Travel Plans, Work, Health, Helping the Environment, Town Life, Problems, Friendship.  Several of the topics are interconnected and are frequently divided into sub-topics.  Language is regularly recycled and re-worked and there is a clear, built-in grammar focus for each (sub-) topic.  Pupils will be taught how to read at length in the foreign language and the course also contains Reading/Listening for pleasure.

ASSESSMENT

There will be regular end-of-unit assessments throughout S3 and S4 to monitor progress, an examination at the end of S3 and a ‘prelim’ examination in S4.

For the Standard Grade Award, Speaking will be assessed internally by the class teacher and assessment tasks will arise out of normal class work.  Speaking assessment will cover:

· Presentation of a topic of interest to the pupil

· Discussion (of the same or a different topic)

· Polite language (transaction/job interview/vocational language)

· Speaking makes up 33.3% of the overall award

Listening will be assessed by an external examination and is weighted at 16.6%.

Reading will be assessed by an external examination and carries a 33.3% weighting.

Writing is worth 16.6% and will be assessed by means of a folio generated during normal class work.

Folios will consist of 3 pieces of written work, on topics selected by the pupil.  These can be prepared at home, drafted and re-drafted.  All folios will be marked externally by the SQA.

More information can be obtained through the Principal Teacher - Curriculum, 
Mrs A Chistyakova.
ELECTIVE  SUBJECTS



ART  &  DESIGN

WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  ART  &  DESIGN

Art & Design offers experiences together with ways of learning and communicating which differ from those to be found elsewhere in the School curriculum.  An Art & Design course, irrespective of its level, will enrich the lives of pupils, encouraging responses to it.  Aesthetic education involves observing and creating, as well as practical work and the expression through media of ideas, moods and emotions.

Visual communication is an important part of daily life offering ways of seeing, expressing and handling ideas and information which cannot be communicated in other terms.  Everyone watches television, video or films, looks at illustrations or photographs in magazines, newspapers and books, is influenced by posters, road-signs or advertisements.  Everyone decorates and furnishes their home, buys clothes to wear and uses products manufactured by industry.  Design may be said to influence the lives of us all, as individuals, members of the community, consumers and as subjects of decisions affecting the world we live in.

An Art & Design course develops both intellectual and practical skills and is, therefore, beneficial for a wide range of careers, particularly in Architecture and Planning, Printing and Packaging, Product and Interior Design, Media and Advertising, the Fabric and Fashion Trade, Photography, Hairdressing and Beauty Care.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS
Art & Design helps us understand what we see, develops imagination and creativity and provides a wide range of practical skills with which visual work can be produced.  National Qualifications aim to develop pupils’ Expression of ideas, thoughts and feelings, their understanding and use of Design processes and their ability to make informal Critical judgements on the visual world.

NATIONAL  QUALIFICATIONS

The Art and Design Department will offer National Qualification courses at Intermediate 2, Intermediate 1 and Access 3 levels instead of Standard Grade at Credit, General and Foundation Levels.  These new National Qualifications are at least the equivalent standing of Standard Grade and offer significant advantages to pupils.  With the Standard Grade Art & Design course, written work made up a third of the course award: this percentage is greatly reduced with NQ’s.  Considering that all pupils will be taking National Qualification courses in S5 & S6, the S4 to S5 transfer will be smoother for pupils who have already had training and experience of working with a National Qualification course in S3 and S4.  Pupils continuing with Art & Design in S5 will take the next level of National Qualification awards.  Pupils achieving Intermediate 2 in S4 taking Higher in S5.  Pupils achieving Intermediate 1 in S4 taking Intermediate 2 with pupils who achieve Access 3 taking Intermediate 1.  The course content and type of work for each level is similar but the amount and quality of work needed, increases progressively towards Higher.

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE

The course consists of two Training Units (Expressive and Design) and two Assessments Units (Expressive and Design).  The work in these units is based on the pupils’ environment, their daily lives, experiences and cultural heritage.  Each unit comprises of series of practical activities involving investigating, working out ideas and the production of finished pieces of work.  A range of techniques will be used such as drawing, painting, graphics, collage, clay sculpture, print making, photography and computer graphics.  Linked to two of the units is Critical Activity (Art & Design studies) where pupils research and comment, in writing, on the work of artists and designers.

ASSESSMENT

All work is kept in individual folios and after each project an assessment of work completed is made.  At the end of 4th year, pupils will be presented for certification at the level (Intermediate 2, Intermediate 1 or Access 3) most appropriate to their performance.  The mark awarded for the course is based upon the composite assessment of Expressive, Design and Critical elements.

Most of the course mark comes from the practical expressive and design prospects.  At the end of 4th year, however, Intermediate 2 pupils sit a one hour written exam (based upon what has been learned in Art and Design Studies).  Intermediate 1 and Access 3 candidates do not sit this exam, instead a sample of their Art and Design Studies work is moderated.
It is necessary for all pupils following courses in Art and Design to contribute £5 in third year and £5 in fourth year towards the cost of high resolution colour printing undertaken during the course.

More information can be obtained from your child’s class teacher. 

BUSINESS  EDUCATION

BUSINESS EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
Business and enterprise are at the heart of national growth and development and this is reflected in the important role that business education plays in the curriculum.  The provision of business education offers opportunities for individuals to develop the crucial skills and knowledge which allows them to access, understand and contribute to the dynamic and complex business and information environment.  Whatever the career pathway or progression route, business education can provide a valuable experience to enhance individual effectiveness. 

Courses on offer for students in S3 / S4 are: 

ADMINISTRATION - INTERMEDIATE 1, INTERMEDIATE 2, 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT - INTERMEDIATE 1, INTERMEDIATE 2, 
Information is provided on each Course.  If necessary, students should consult with the Principal Teacher, Mr I McMillan. 

	ADMINISTRATION - INTERMEDIATE 1 

	Course There are 3 mandatory Units: 

	Administrative Services 
Information Technology for Administrators  Presenting and Communicating Information

 
	1 credit 
1 credit

1 credit 

	40 hours 

40 hours 

40 hours 



ADMINISTRATION COURSES

ADMINISTRATION - INTERMEDIATE 1  
Entry Requirements: 
Administration Intermediate 1: no prior knowledge of Administration. 


Core Skills 
This course gives automatic certification of the following:  Complete Core Skills for the Course - Information Technology Int 1

Course Content:  The course is based around an administrative assistant at a junior level: 

Administrative Services: duties; qualities and skills required; job description; person specification; skill scan; working practices; contract of employment; types of contract; health, safety and security issues; main purpose of current legislation for work environment; incoming and outgoing mail; filing; reprographics; reception; petty cash; uses and features of internet; electronic communication and office technologies - including the legislation. 

Information Technology for Administrators:  spreadsheets; flat databases and word processing to carry out an administrative task. 

Administration: Presenting and Communicating Information: use of internet to search for information and the extracting of information for a given purpose; use ICT to present and communicate information - word processing; e-mail; e-diary; use presentation software to present and communicate information. 

Cross curricular themes:  Enterprise in Education, Education for Citizenship; Health Education.
Assessment 
To achieve the Course, the candidate must pass the Units as well as the Course assessment. The candidate's grade is based on the Course assessment. 
Unit Assessment 
Administrative Support 1.0 hours Information, Technology for Administrators 1.5 hours, Administration: Presenting and Communicating Information 1.5 hours.

	Course Assessment 
Paper 1 (100 marks) 1.75 hours Application of IT skills and knowledge and 

ADMINISTRATION - INTERMEDIATE 2 

	Entry Requirements:

Administration Intermediate 2: no prior knowledge of Administration.  At or above general level at Standard Grade Maths.
ADMINISTRATION – INTERMEDIATE 2
Course

	There are 3 mandatory Units: 

	Administrative Services 
Information Technology for Administrators 
Presenting and Communicating Information 
	1 credit
1 credit 
1 credit 
	40 hours 
40 hours 
40 hours 


In addition, the Course has additional demands over and above those of the Units eg integration of learning; consolidation and preparation for the external assessment. These are tested in the final exam. 

Progression: This course and its Units may provide progression to: 

Administration at Higher Training and/or  employment 

Core Skills 
This course gives automatic certification of the following: 
Complete Core Skills for the Course - Information Technology Int 2. 

Course Content 
Knowledge of the content covered at Intermediate 1 is assumed. 
The course will be delivered using a thematic approach: 

Administrative Services:  duties and qualities of an administrative assistant; effective communication with colleagues and customers; importance of customer service; working practices; contracts of employment; health, safety and security issues; health and safety legislation; role of, activities of and use of business documents in the Sales, Purchases, Finance and Human Resources departments; use of internet; advantages and disadvantages of internet; use and features of other electronic methods of communication; purpose of legislation relating to security of information; benefits of e-commerce; arranging and paying for business travel and accommodation. 

Information Technology for Administrators:  the use of IT to solve business problems and present the solution by using the following software applications: spreadsheets; flat databases; word processing. 

Administration: Presenting and Communicating Information:  use the internet to search for and extract information; use ICT (e-mail; e-diary; word processing documents) to present and communicate information; use presentation software to present and communicate information. Assessment 

To achieve the Course, the candidate must pass the Units as well as the Course assessment. The candidate's grade is based on the Course assessment. 

Unit Assessment 
Administrative Support 1.0 hours, Information Technology for Administrators 1.5 hours, Administration: Presenting and Communicating Information 1.5 hours  

	Course Assessment 

	Paper 1 (40 marks) Theory paper 
	1.0 hours 

	Paper 2 (60 marks) Practical paper 
	1.3 hours 

	Cross-curricular Themes:

The course also contributes towards: Enterprise in Education, Education for Citizenship,  Health  Education


BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

The study of Business Management can provide a valuable experience which can add to an individual's understanding of a key area in society, and provide skills and knowledge which can be used in a wide variety of types of employment.  It can promote enterprise skills and encourage candidates to take a positive view of setting up business for themselves.

WHY YOU SHOULD STUDY BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Business Management will give pupils an understanding and appreciation of:

· the importance of business and enterprise in today's society

· the aims and goals of different types of business

· the main activities of business and how they contribute to the overall operation of a business

Business Management will, also, develop transferable skills in:

· problem solving in business situations

· explaining situations faced by businesses

· drawing conclusions from information on business activities

· communicating business related information clearly

and provide a foundation for future education and training, whether or not they subsequently follow a career in business.

THE SUBJECT SKILLS

Business Management enables candidates to acquire knowledge and understanding which will allow them to explain the role and operation of business, to develop and exercise problem solving skills, to apply these skills in a number of business situations, and to communicate by means of written or spoken language.

NATIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

The Business Education Department will offer National Qualification courses at Intermediate 1 and Intermediate 2 levels, instead of Standard Grade at Foundation; General and Credit levels.  These National Qualifications are at least the equivalent standing of Standard Grade and offer advantages to pupils.  As all pupils will be following National Qualification courses in S5 and S6, the S4 to S5 transfer will be smoother for pupils who have already had training and experience of working with a NQ course in S3/S4.  Pupils continuing with Business Management in S5 will take the next level of NQ Awards - those achieving Intermediate 1 in S4 will progress to Intermediate 2 and those achieving Intermediate 2 will move to Higher.  The course content and type of work for each level is similar, but the depth of displayed knowledge and understanding increases progressively towards Higher.

THE CONTENT OF THE COURSES

The course consists of 3 Units:

Business Enterprise (including Business Information and ICT)

Business in contemporary society:  role of business in society; types of business organisation; sources of finance; objectives; role of the entrepreneur; stakeholders; the changing nature of business.

Business information and ICT:  sources of information; types of information; uses of information in business; users of information; uses of ICT; benefits and costs of ICT; business software.

Decision making:  types of decision; decision making process.

Internal organisation: structure of organisations; factors affecting internal structure of organisations.

Business Decision Areas:  Marketing and Operations

Marketing:  the role; definition and importance of marketing; the marketing mix; market research.

Operations:  the role of operations; the operations function; types of operations; quality.

Business Decision Areas:  Finance and Human Resources Management

Financial management: the role of the finance department; financial information; uses and users of financial information.

Human resource management:  role of HR management in organisations; recruitment and selection; terms and conditions of employment; training and development; employee relations; legislative requirements.

ASSESSMENT

Throughout the course, there are a series of internal, Unit assessments at Intermediate 1 and/or Intermediate 2 level which must be passed before entry to the final exam.

In S4, there is a final, external Question Paper.  The paper examines knowledge and understanding of the Course content and also assesses the ability of candidates to identify, describe and give reasons for business decisions and problems.  There will also have been a similar assessment at the end of S3, backed up by Homework Exercises and End of Topic Assessments.

More information may be obtained from the PT (Curriculum), Mr I McMillan, or any of the Business Education teachers from Miss Hutchinson; Mrs Law; Miss McClymont.

COMPUTING  STUDIES


WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  COMPUTING
Today’s society has and still is experiencing many changes as a consequence of the growth in the use of IT: education should reflect these changes.  It is important in such a growing environment to understand as well as apply skills to adapt to continuing technological developments.  Equally it is essential to learn to cope with its effects on everyday life at home, at work and in leisure time.

The Subject Skills
The syllabus aims to give a grounding in the knowledge and understanding of the use of computers, how they operate, and their effects on the individual and society.

Through a problem solving approach apply this knowledge and understanding to both written and practical work.

Hands on use of computer equipment to develop practical abilities in the use of computers and computer software to enable them to solve practical problems.

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE
The syllabus focuses on 3 broad areas of study.  Each one should engage pupils in problem solving activities, heighten interest and offer a stimulating and systematic study of computers and their uses.

AREAS  OF  STUDY
Computer Applications
Databases; Spreadsheets; Word Processing; Graphics; Desk Top Publishing; Multi-Media presentation; communications.  These topics require pupils to complete a number of practical tasks and projects on an individual basis.

Computer Systems
Systems Software; Operating and Filing systems; low level machine; hardware.

Computer Programming
Developing practical abilities of problem analysis and design of solutions, coding programs and evaluation.  This topic requires pupils to complete a number of practical tasks and projects on an individual basis.

ASSESSMENT

Knowledge and Understanding along with Problem Solving are assessed at the end of the course through a formal examination and each element will be awarded a separate grade.  Practical work produced throughout the course will be used as evidence of attainment in the Practical Abilities element and will be awarded a separate grade.  These three separate grades are then used to give the overall final grade for the subject.  The weighting of the elements will be in the ratio of 1:2:2.

More information may be obtained through the Principal Teacher, Mr I McMillan.


COMPUTING (ACCESS 3)


WHY YOU SHOULD STUDY COMPUTING

This course aims to give knowledge and skills in IT.  In this 

‘information age’ skills in handling information and processing

data will be valuable.  IT skills are becoming essential for many

every day life situations as new technology affects the world

we live in.

THE SUBJECT SKILLS

The Computing and Information Technology framework seeks to 

address these issues.  Access level is the foundation of the framework and 

this cluster of units aims to provide basic knowledge and skills, and permit progression to subsequent levels in the IT framework.

The aims of this programme, therefore, are:

· To develop basic skills in using IT systems.

· To foster a confidence and enjoyment in utilising IT systems.

· To develop an appreciation of the working of contemporary systems.

· To facilitate progression to the corresponding course at Intermediate 1 level.

The knowledge and skills gained as part of this course should enable the candidate to participate within the ‘information society’.

THE CONTENT OF THE COURSE

Internet Applications giving understanding of basic facts and terminology to the use of the Internet and the skills to use the World Wide Web, e-mail and create simple web pages.

Computer Application deals with software and hardware skills and gives experience of a variety of application packages (word processing, spreadsheets, databases and graphics).

Multimedia Applications is designed to develop basic knowledge and skills in the use of multimedia (such as CD ROM and WEB-based media).

ASSESSMENT

The units, which comprise this course, will be assessed internally (with external moderation) with a variety of assessment methods, both practical and theoretical.  Assessment will be continuous to keep candidates informed and supported on their progress.

More information may be obtained through the Principal Teacher, Mr I McMillan.

HOME ECONOMICS
WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  HOME  ECONOMICS

1. You will learn essential skills for everyday life.

2. It will give you an understanding of human needs and develop skills in organising and managing resources.

3. You could obtain qualifications useful for a career in Nursing, Childcare, Health and Fitness and the Food industry.

4. It is fun – cook and create new dishes.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

You can acquire skills and develop the technological capability necessary for dealing with today’s society.

Practical and Organisational Skills

The chance to learn food preparation, kitchen management, cooking and creative skills.

Problem Solving
The course will help you design, manufacture and evaluate products as well as solve problems and make relevant decisions.

Handling Information

You will be taught how to understand and use the vast amount of information available and make informed choices.

Knowledge and Understanding

You can acquire knowledge and understanding of the current needs of individuals and family members in our rapidly changing society.

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE
The course consists of both practical and written work where pupils are given the chance to further develop work taught in S1 and S2 through topics dealing with –

Hygiene and Safety

Nutrition Diet and Eating for Health

Technology and Design

Consumer Issues

Family Needs – Food, Clothing, Shelter, Money

NOTE:  A payment of £17 towards cost of practical work will be requested in August.

ASSESSMENT

Each unit of work will be assessed on completion to allow both the teacher and the pupil to measure their progress.  Assessment will be on three levels Foundation, General and Credit depending on the pupils’ abilities.  At the end of the course pupils will sit a final written exam at two levels F and G or G and C in Knowledge and Understanding and Handling Information.  The practical skills will be assessed by internal, continuous assessment over the two years of the course.

More information can be obtained through the Principal Teacher, Mr A Craw.
HOSPITALITY – PRACTICAL COOKERY
INTERMEDIATE 1 / ACCESS 3

The course is mainly a practical course and is designed to develop practical skills in food preparation and cookery.  
It will enable you to:

· Understand hygienic food handling.

· Develop practical skills.

· Identify equipment used in preparation and cooking.

· Understand the terms used in food preparation and cooking.

During this course you complete four units:

· Food Preparation Techniques – An Introduction (40 hours)
· Cookery Processes – An Introduction (40 hours)
· Food Hygiene for the Hospitality Industry (20 hours)
· Organisation of Practical Skills (20 hours)
Evidence of pupils work will be gathered by using pupil/teacher checklists.
To gain this award you must complete all the unit outcomes.  There is no external exam.

To gain the Intermediate 1 award you will need to undertake a Practical Assignment.

Note: A payment of £17 towards the cost of practical work will be requested in August of each year.

More information can be obtained through the Principal Teacher, Mr A Craw.

Pupils wishing to express an interest in the Hospitality Course must consult with their HFT teacher, Mr Craw (Principal Teacher – Curriculum) and their Pupil Support Teacher.
MUSIC



WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  MUSIC

Everyone is touched by music in their daily lives.  We all listen to it and hear it around us all the time.  Standard Grade music gives you the opportunity to learn the skill of the musician, to appreciate more fully the music you hear and to create your own music.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

You will be expected to develop performing skills in two instruments (one of which could be your voice).  The choice ranges from classroom instruments to bagpipes, orchestral or brass band instruments.  You will learn how to listen to music, what to listen for and how to compose music of your own.

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE

Standard Grade music will be very similar to what you have done in S1 and S2 but with a little more choice in the instruments that you can play.  You will study a wide variety of styles of music from Rock’n’ Roll to jazz to folk music and beyond.

ASSESSMENT

Most of the time in class you will not even be aware of the assessment which is continuous.  From time to time you will have work recorded.  Towards the end of fourth year, there will be a short practical exam of between 4 and 10 minutes on one instrument and a listening paper of around 50 minutes.

· 25%
Your 1st Instrument
(Formal Exam in Early March of your 4th year)

· 25 %
Your 2nd Instrument
(Recorded in class)

· 25%
Composing

(Marked in class)

· 25%
Listening

(Formal exam in May/June of your 4th year)

More information can be obtained from your child’s class teacher.

 PHYSICAL  EDUCATION



CERTIFICATED PHYSICAL EDUCATION

The Physical Education Department offers a Standard Grade Course and a National Course Unit (it is significant to note that the department has a proven record of producing successful results) to meet the needs and interests of those pupils who want to extend their involvement in this subject beyond Core Physical Education.

During and following the option choice process, the Physical Education Department will consult with pupils to ensure that they have chosen the most relevant option to meet their needs and ability. 

Course information is as follows:

	NATIONAL COURSE UNIT - PERFORMANCE
	STANDARD GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSE

	WHO?

· This unit is suitable for pupils who want to develop their practical performance
	WHO?

· This course is suitable for pupils who want a course award in PE 

	WHAT IS IT?

· Three periods (in addition to Core PE) of practical performance
	WHAT IS IT?

· Three periods (in addition to Core PE) that cover work in the components of:

-Practical Performance

-Knowledge & Understanding

-Evaluating

	WRITTEN WORK / HOMEWORK

· None
	WRITTEN WORK / HOMEWORK

· Occasional periods of theory to reinforce understanding taught in practical context and regular homework



	NATIONAL COURSE UNIT - PERFORMANCE
	STANDARD GRADE PHYSICAL EDUCATION COURSE

	CERTIFICATION

· Certification is assessed internally and can be achieved at Access, Intermediate 1, Intermediate 2, Higher and Advanced Higher levels.
	CERTIFICATION

· A Standard Grade Course award can be achieved at the following levels: 

-Foundation

-General

-Credit




Pupils wishing to express an interest in the National Course Unit – Performance MUST consult with their PE teacher, Mr Craw, (Principal Teacher – Curriculum) and their Pupil Support Teacher.
CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION

We aim to provide all pupils quality physical educational experiences.
To do this we seek to:

      •
Provide high quality experiences for pupils across a range of activities and disciplines

      •
Provide opportunities for progression and for the introduction of new activities.

      •
Provide a balance of experiences which blend:

· competitive and cooperative

· group and individual

· indoor and outdoor

· creative and technical

· high energy and relaxation

      •
Provide opportunities for choice, negotiation and specialization.
      •
Provide pathways from school to extra curricular to club involvement in activities

      •
Pay attention to differences in pupils’ needs.
All pupils in S3 & S4 will participate in two periods of Physical Education each week.

WHY?

Through participation in physical education, pupils learn to:

· establish goals

· development perseverance, confidence and creativity

· perceive and appreciate similarities and differences among individuals

· Cooperate and compete fairly in a range of social contexts.

Physical education makes a significant contribution to preparing pupils for work through developing skills including:

· communication

·  problem solving 

· working with others. 

Physical education can also help develop positive attitudes to:

· health awareness
· equal opportunities

· citizenship.

PARTICIPATION

All pupils should be able to participate in all lessons.  Minor injuries or illness should not prevent pupils being involved in some way in the lesson.  Teachers are experienced in differentiating the content to meet the needs of all pupils.  To that end, all pupils should have kit with them every period.
PHYSICAL EDUCATION KIT
Clothing is an important aspect of safe practice in all forms of physical activity.  In Annan Academy we recommend the following items of kit for participation in Physical Education:
Swimming

· Swimwear that covers appropriate body areas and does not restrict movement.
· Goggles made of unbreakable plastic or rubber.

· Towel.

Outdoor Games Activities

· Shin Guards that strap into position.

· Personal mouth guard.

· Boots with studs that conform to current BS EN requirements.

· Tracksuit trousers / long sleeved top in cold weather.

· Shorts / T-shirt or long-sleeved top in warm weather.

· Change of socks, underwear and top.

· Towel.

Indoor Activities

· Shorts / T-shirt or long-sleeved top.

· Change of socks, underwear and top.

· Footwear that is close fitting with soles that provide good traction.

All Activities
· A small storage bag to secure any valuable items that your child may have when participating in Physical Education.  This storage bag should be clearly labelled with your child’s name.

More information can be obtained from the Principal Teacher, Mr A Craw

RELIGIOUS STUDIES


WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  RELIGIOUS  STUDIES

a. To promote an enquiring, critical and sympathetic approach to the study of religion.

b. To encourage pupils to reflect on their own experience of life.

c. To develop insights into situations which pose moral and social questions, and to be able to respond to these situations in a balanced and understanding way.

d. To explore the contribution of religion to human identity and fulfilment.

e. To contribute to understanding of the multi-cultural dimension of contemporary Scottish Society.

INTERMEDIATE 1 RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES

Course Outline

The Course aims to allow candidates to:

· begin to develop a philosophical approach to the study of beliefs, values and issues which are of importance in the world today

· develop knowledge and understanding of the main beliefs and values of one world religion 

· develop the ability to investigate the contribution which scared writings, symbols and practices make to an understanding of religious beliefs

· develop the ability to understand the way in which religious beliefs and values affect the lives of believers

· develop skills which can be applied to the study of the beliefs and values of a variety of world religions

· develop knowledge and understanding of moral, philosophical and theological issues which arise from religious and non-religious beliefs

· examine their own beliefs and those of others

· understand the reasons for ideas, arguments and viewpoints which may conflict with their own

· express opinions about religious, moral and philosophical issues and present these in a reasoned manner

· engage personally with a range of important questions and issues in order to inform their own beliefs and values in a way which contributes to personal and social development

The Course comprises three mandatory Units, as follows:

Mandatory Units


DM3K 10
World Religion (Int 1)
1 credit (40 hours)


DM3L 10
Morality in the Modern World (Int 1)
1 credit (40 hours)


DM3M 10
The Existence of God (Int 1)
1 credit (40 hours)

Course assessment

To achieve the Course award the candidate must pass all of the internal assessments associated with the component Units as well as the Course assessment.  The candidate’s grade is based on the Course assessment.

The external assessment will consist of a question paper with three sections.  Each section contains questions in relation to each of the mandatory Units in the Course.  The total marks available for each question is 20 with a total for the paper of 60 marks.  The time allocated for the external exam is one hour 30 minutes.

INTERMEDIATE 2 RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES

Course Outline

The Course aims to allow candidates to:

· develop a philosophical approach to the study of beliefs, values and issues which are of importance in the world today

· develop knowledge and understanding of religious beliefs and values

· develop the ability to explain religious beliefs in relation to sacred writings

· gain insight into how beliefs and value affect the lives of followers of one world religion

· develop skills which can be applied to the study of the beliefs and values of a variety of world religions

· develop knowledge and understanding of moral, philosophical and theological issues which arise from religious and non-religious beliefs

· think critically about their own beliefs and those of others

· gain insight into ideas, arguments and viewpoints which may conflict with their own

· reach conclusions about religious, moral and philosophical issues and present these in a structured manner

· engage personally with a range of important questions and issues in order to inform their own beliefs and values in a way which contributes to personal and social development

This Course comprises two mandatory Units and one optional Unit, as follows:

Mandatory Units


DM3K 11
World Religion (Int 2)
1 credit (40 hours)


DM3L 11
Morality in the Modern World (Int 2)
1 credit (40 hours)

Optional Units

One selected from:


DM3N 11
Christianity:  Belief and Science (Int 2)
1 credit (40 hours)


DM3M 11
The Existence of God (Int 2)
1 credit (40 hours)

Course assessment

To achieve the Course award the candidate must pass all of the internal assessments associated with the component Units as well as the Course assessment.  The candidate’s grade is based on the Course assessment.

The external assessment will consist of a question paper with four sections.  Sections 1 and 2 contain questions relating to the mandatory Units of the Course.  Candidates answer one question from each of the Sections 1 and 2 and one question from either Section 3 or Section 4.  Candidates answer one question from the three Sections which relate to the Units they have studied.  Each question is allocated a total of 30 marks with a total for the paper of 90 marks.  The paper has a time allocation of two hours.

Core Religious Education

Pupils will follow a course of study at Intermediate 1 / 2 level  units.
They will study the following areas:

Medical Ethics

·  In S3 – The Existence of God

·  In S4 – Crime & Punishment

For pupils to successfully complete the course they must pass an assessment on one of the above areas.

More information may be obtained from any specialist teacher.

TECHNICAL EDUCATION  


Technical Education has traditionally been regarded as an area of study only suitable for or of value to boys.  Fortunately this outdated attitude has changed and we are pleased to say that more girls each year now choose to study at least one technical subject in S3 and S4.  Indeed those who do usually show considerable aptitude and produce work of a very high standard.

Employers now appreciate the worth of a female employee who has had a Technical Education background.  Evidence of this can be seen in the increasing number of girls now being offered craft/technological employment both locally and nationally.

The Standard Grade options are:-

CRAFT  &  DESIGN
WHY  WE  SHOULD  STUDY  CRAFT  AND  DESIGN

This course is offered at Foundation, General and Credit levels, with equal emphasis being placed on Designing and Practical work.  It is a subject ideally suited for girls and boys who, when they leave school wish to have practical and design skills to assist them in their careers and also in useful fulfilment of their leisure time.

Please Note - since Craft and Design is NOT concerned solely with practical work, students choosing this subject must have some artistic ability, be creative, and enjoy design and presentation work.  

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS

Problem Solving

Communication

Presentation


Practical Abilities

Designing

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE

The course adopts a Problem Solving approach in encouraging pupils to arrive at practical solutions to set problems of a realistic nature.  As in all such situations there are restrictions in time, materials, availability of equipment, personal skills etc.

Initially, Design Problems are tightly structured giving pupils scope to individualise certain design aspects of their solutions while acquiring practical skills.  Tasks later become more open-ended providing the opportunity for greater creativity, the use of a wider range of materials, and so possible solutions.

In S4 students embark upon an individual project using their Designing and Presentation skills to produce a Design Folio, clearly showing the development of their ideas from initial investigation through to their preferred solution.

On satisfactory completion of the Design Folio students are expected to make use of their practical skills to construct an artefact based on their folio and finally to record its quality and suitability through self evaluation.

Students are allowed 40 hours of class time in order to complete both stages of this project.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment of pupil work and progress in S3 and S4 is based on the criteria laid down by the SQA, the three assessable elements being:

· Practical Abilities

· Designing

· Knowledge and Understanding

Assessment methods used include:

Formative assessment of class work, designing and practical skills.

Pupil self assessment.

Written class tests.

Homework Exercises.

Final Project Assessment.  This is based upon a project attempted over a 40 hour period towards the end of S4.  The range for this project is limited only by the enthusiasm, ability and resourcefulness of the pupil.  However, it should be emphasised that equal weighting is given to Designing and Practical Skills.  Also, written examinations are set by the SQA, testing Knowledge and Understanding of design processes, material, tools and techniques.  
Prospective students should note that a charge to cover the cost of materials for the construction of the final design project is necessary.

and

GRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION

WHY  YOU  SHOULD  STUDY  GRAPHIC  COMMUNICATION

This subject is of interest to pupils who are considering a career in the Engineering, Construction, Technology, Manufacturing, Packaging or Advertising Industries.  Graphic Communication is used worldwide by such Industries to present ideas of how their products might look or perform.  Drawings and sketches are essential to manufacture anything from simple components to complex mechanisms, electrical goods and Building and Civil Engineering.

THE  SUBJECT  SKILLS
Pupils will develop their existing artistic talents using a variety of media, techniques and presentation methods to produce work of the highest possible standard.  Traditional drawing board skills will be developed, along with Computer Aided Draughting methods.  Pupils will develop ability to read and interpret a wide range of Graphic material, including wiring and plumbing schematics, maps, graphs and charts.

THE  CONTENT  OF  THE  COURSE
There are three elements in the course:
Illustration and Presentation







Drawing Abilities







Knowledge and Interpretation

For the Illustration and Presentation element, each pupil will compile a portfolio of their best work using a range of skills and techniques covered in the course.  Drawing abilities will be developed by a series of tasks set to challenge pupils of all abilities.  Tasks will involve the use of traditional draughting techniques and Computer Aided Drawing packages.

The Knowledge and Interpretation element develops the pupil’s ability to read and interpret many different types of graphically presented information.

ASSESSMENT

Assessment throughout the course is based on the SQA assessment criteria and the pupils portfolio of work is submitted to the SQA at the end of the course for assessment, counting for one third of the total mark.

Knowledge and Interpretation skills are developed through homework exercises and sketching examples.

Knowledge and Interpretation and Drawing Abilities are assessed by an examination of written and drawing work, set and marked by the SQA, with each part counting for one third of the total mark awarded.

It is necessary for all pupils following courses in Graphic Communication to contribute £5 in third year and £5 in fourth year towards the cost of high resolution colour printing undertaken during the course.
Homework is an important part of the Graphic Communication Course.  Packages of Drawing equipment are available for purchase from the Technical Department.  Details of this will be circulated to students early in 3rd year.
More information on all subjects on offer in the Technical Department can be obtained from the class teacher.

APPENDIX  1


APPENDIX 2
THE SCOTTISH CREDIT AND QUALIFICATIONS FRAMEWORK (SCQF)
	SCQF LEVEL
	SQA National Units, Courses and Group Awards
	Higher Education
	Scottish Vocational Qualifications
	SCQF
Level

	12
	
	Doctorates
	
	12

	11
	
	Masters
	SVQ 5
	11

	10
	
	Honours Degree
Graduate Diploma
	
	10

	9
	
	Ordinary Degree
Graduate Certificate
	
	9


	8
	
	Higher National Diploma
Diploma in Higher Education
	SVQ 4
	

	7
	Advanced Higher
	Higher National Certificate
Certificate in Higher Education
	
	7


	6
	Higher
	
	SVQ 3
	6

	5
	Intermediate 2
Credit Standard Grade
	
	SVQ 2
	5


	4
	Intermediate 1
General Standard Grade
	
	SVQ 1
	4

	3
	Access 3
Foundation Standard Grade
	
	
	3

	2
	Access 2
	
	
	2

	1
	Access 1
	
	
	1


The positioning of SVQ’s in the table  gives a broad indication of their place in the Framework.  A major project is underway to clarify the position of SVQ’s within an overall UK context.  The diagram above does not show every type of qualification, however, the main Scottish qualifications are represented.
APPENDIX 3

Vocational courses normally offered through the Dumfries & Galloway Council Schools/College Partnership:-


Dumfries & Galloway College:

· Cosmetology(Beauty) (Int1) (VTCT)
·  Childcare Int 1 (SFW)
· Childcare Int 2 (SFW)

· Construction/Engineering Access (SFW)
· Construction 1 Int 1 (SFW)
· Engineering Int 1 (SFW)
· Hairdressing Int 1 (SFW)
· Vehicle Fitting (IMI level 1)
· Diploma in ICT Support (Int 2 equivalent)

Places are usually very limited on these courses and a place cannot be guaranteed.  Pupils opting for these courses will be subject to selection procedures.
The following important notes apply to all of these courses:-

1.
Pupils normally attend College one afternoon per week from 1.30 pm to 4.30 pm.

2.
To allow for time to travel to College pupils may have to miss one period per week of another subject.  

3.
Non-practical courses, if they run, may be run at locations other than the college campus.
4.
While most of these courses include a significant amount of practical work, it should be noted that the Childcare courses mostly involve non-practical work.  It should also be noted that the Hairdressing course, particularly in the early stages requires a significant amount of observing others at work.
5.
Transport to College from the School will be provided free of charge.

6.
Textbooks and any specialist tools/clothing will be provided.

Details of the individual courses are given in a separate booklet available on request from Pupil Support Teachers.
IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING COLLEGE COURSES IN S3/S4 STARTING FOR S3 IN JUNE 2010.

The situation with regard to these college courses is currently being reviewed by the authority.  As such it cannot be guaranteed, at the time of going to print, that these courses will run.  Pupils and parents/carers will be updated when more information becomes available.
HAVING  READ  ALL OF  THIS

BOOKLET  YOU  ARE  NOW  READY  


�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





�





� 





�





�





�





�





INCREASING  DIFFICULTY
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Most subjects in S3/4 are at Standard Grade levels but some are available at Intermediate and access levels





 Intermediate/Access and Highers are available in S5/6





Only for S6 pupils
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