Minutes of the Meeting of Annan Academy Parent Council held in Room F10, Annan Academy on Wednesday 16 February 2011, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:

Eric Dunion, Chair

Sharon Ledger, Keith McCorkindale, Jerry Baxter, Alison Macgregor, Sonia Thomson, Fiona Cumming, Jeff Kerr, Barrie Dale, Hugh Steele, Doreen Bingham, Fiona Glass and Lorna Burgess
IN ATTENDANCE:

John Bicket (Clerk), Frank Davis (Rector) and Finlay McCartney (Student Representative)

Before starting the meeting, the Chair welcomed Hugh Steele to his first meeting.

APOLOGIES:

Apologies were intimated on behalf of David Stainthorpe, Kathleen McVeigh and Lisa Campbell
MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on 26 January 2011 were taken as read and approved on a motion by Fiona Cumming seconded by Barry Dale.

MATTERS ARISING:

Clerk

The proposed changes to the Constitution were discussed. After discussion the following amendment to the Constitution was approved.


” The Council may choose to appoint a member of the Council (parents or co-opted) or someone independent of the Council as its Clerk. 

If the Clerk is a member of the Council the fact that they are also the Clerk will not affect their voting rights.


If the Clerk is independent of the Council they should receive remuneration at an annually reviewed date.  In this situation the Clerk will not have voting rights. If the Clerk is a Council Member, the Clerk will not receive any remuneration.”


Litter Clean up by Students
Due to Health and Safety concerns these activities would be restricted to the School grounds with 6th year students acting as monitors.
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP REPORT
The Transfer Evenings had used the updated Power Point presentation. Future membership of the Group was discussed.
FUNDRAISING GROUP REPORT:
Details of the Ceilidh were given. Posters and tickets were distributed. There were many Raffle Prizes, some of which might be used at future events. Keith volunteered to do a Power Point presentation which would run on the night and publicise the Raffle. Volunteers would be required on the night for security, tuck shop and the Bar. Alison Macgregor and John Bicket would act as cashiers on the night.
RECTOR’S REPORT:
The Rector gave details of Parents’ Evenings; staffing; budget cuts; building matters; and the Chaplaincy team. He warned that some courses might not run next year. Commenting on concerns about the number of prelims on one day, he stated that the SQA could have the same number of exams on one day.
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT

The Student representative gave a report on Transfer Evenings and smoking in the toilets. It had been quieter than usual due to the prelims.
AFTER SCHOOL CLASSES:
Alison led a discussion on the provision of after School classes. There was discussion on which classes should be involved and the timing of the classes. Homework classes were also discussed. The Rector pointed out that homework clubs were not necessarily subject related. He also pointed out that such clubs and after School classes would have to be staffed by teachers on a voluntary basis.
It was agreed to set up a sub group to consider the matter further.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer submitted a written report showing that the current balance in the General Account was £827.10 and in the Fundraising Account was £5993.25. A float would have to be arranged for the night of the Ceilidh.

ANY OTHER ITEMS DEEMED URGENT BY THE CHAIR:
Disabled Access at the front door.
In reply to a query the Rector advised that the matter was under consideration
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
This was left to the Clerk and the Chair to arrange.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The date of the next meeting was set for Wednesday 16th March 2011 at 7.00pm.

