Minutes of the Meeting of Annan Academy             Parent Council held in Room F42, Annan Academy on Wednesday 16th November 2011 at 7.00pm.
PRESENT:
Barry Dale (Chair), Vicky Keir (Vice-Chair), Carolann Harrop (Clerk), Alison McGregor (Treasurer), Gerry Baxter, Kathleen McVeigh, Sonia Thomson, Jeff Kerr, Sharon Ledger, Keith McCorkindale,
IN ATTENDANCE:
Derek Muir (Depute Rector), Susan Speight (Depute Rector), Bethany Patterson (School Captain), Ben Johnston (School Captain), Heather Sweeney, Mhairi Mcveigh.
1. APOLOGIES:
Apologies were intimated on behalf of Frank Davis, Elaine Bryson, Lorna Burgess, Nadisbel Landau, Hugh Steele.
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:
The minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2011 were taken as read and approved on a motion by Gerry Baxter, seconded by Sonia Thomson.
3. MATTERS ARISING:
a.  After School Classes
The Depute Rector Derek Muir noted that the School website was up to date with respect to the details of "After School Classes".
     4. COMMUNICATIONS GROUP:
         No new communication issues were noted.
    5. FUNDRAISING GROUP REPORT:
       a. The Treasurer discussed in some detail arrangements for the Band Night to be held on Friday   

       25th November. Arrangements had been made for soft drinks and the food. All members of the      

       Parent Council were encouraged to come on the night to offer assistance. Depute Rector Susan                             

       Speight would speak to the school Police Officer regarding his assistance on the night.   

      Arrangements for the Band and DJ were all in place. Raffle prizes were organized and a list of   

      the prizes would be displayed with the event posters. Arrangements for ticket sales were     

      discussed. It was agreed that if by Wednesday night not enough tickets had been sold the night   

      would be cancelled.   

6. RECTOR’S REPORT:
· The Welcome Disco of S1/2 pupils were held. It had been well attended and was a successful evening. 
· The Big World Event was held for S4/5/6 pupils along with pupils from Langholm Academy. The event which had been well received by the pupils had been largely organized by D & G Constabulary and was aimed at preparing pupils for life after school. 
· Parents Information Evenings were held for parents of pupils in S1 and S2 to consult further with parents on the schools proposed curricular model. A presentation was made to parents which was then followed by a question and answer session. 
· A vacancy in the Mathematics Department has been advertised internally within the Authority with the closing date being Friday 18th November 2011. The ICT Technician post has been filled.
· Forthcoming events 
    Wednesday 23rd November - S5/6 Parents Evening
                  Thursday 8th December - S3 Parents Evening
                  Thursday15th December - Christmas Dance (Junior)
                              Monday 19th December -   Concert and Christmas Services S1/2
                              Tuesday 20th December - Christmas Dance (Senior) & Christmas Services S3-6  

         7.  STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES REPORT
The School Captains reported that their school prom had now been booked and would be   held at Hetland Hall on the 7th June 2012. They had been fundraising for the event and would pay the deposit. The Parent Council agreed in principle to support this event. The School Captains also voiced their support for the forthcoming Band Event on the 25th November.
        8. CORRESPONDENCE
            i.Letter from Education Improvement Plan 2011/12 – Cluster Working Review with an     
  invitation to attend a focus group (see attachment).
ii. Letter from Parent Council Member Eric Dunion resigning from the Council was read out by the Chairman. On behalf of all members of the Council, the Chairman was to write to Eric and express their appreciation and thanks to him for all his hard work and support to the school over the years he had served both on the School Board and Parent Council.
         9. TREASURER’S REPORT:

The current balances are £343.37 in the General Account and £6208.68 in the Fundraising   

Account. 

The end of year statement 2010/11 has been received which will be completed by the previous Treasurer then forwarded to the Education Department so that we may receive our funding for the year ahead.
             . 
       10. FORTHCOMING SCHOOL EVENTS
· S5/6 Parents Evening Wednesday 23rd November (6.30–8.30), the Chairman and Sonia Thomson will attend this event as representatives of the Parent Council.
· S3 Parents Evening Thursday 8th December, the Chairman and Sonia Thomson will attend this event as representatives of the Parent Council.
       11. ANY OTHER ITEMS DEEMED URGENT BY THE CHAIR:
a) The problem of dogs fouling the school's games pitches was raised and discussed at length. The chairman agreed to make further enquiries and voice the concerns of the Parent Council on this issue. It was noted that the Rector had already expressed concern about this issue.
b) Pupil behavior in town was raised as an issue in relation to littering, bad manners in shops and obstructing streets and pavements. Possible solutions were discussed, it was agreed that the subject would be discussed further at the next meeting. 
       12. AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
 The site of the new 3G football Pitch.

       13. DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The date of the next meeting was set for Wednesday 18th January 2012 7.00pm.
