Minutes of the Meeting of Annan Academy Parent Council held in Room F10, Annan Academy on Wednesday 21 April 2010, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:

Eric Dunion, Chair

Jeff Kerr, Keith McCorkindale, Fiona Cumming, David Stainthorpe, Kathleen McVeigh, Sheila Wightman, Lorna Burgess, Doreen Bingham, Fiona Gass, and Sharon Ledger
IN ATTENDANCE:

John Bicket (Clerk), Frank Davis (Rector), Corinne Smith & Dario Pagani (Student Representatives)
APOLOGIES:

Apologies were intimated on behalf of Alison Burgess, Arthur Eggleton and Gerry Baxter
MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on 24 March 2010 were taken as read and approved on a motion by Lorna Burgess seconded by .Fiona Cumming after deleting “only” in line 6 of paragraph 2 of the Student Representative’s Report and correcting a spelling error in line 1 of the final paragraph of the same report.
MATTERS ARISING:

Pupil Integration
In the absence of Arthur Eggleton, this was deferred to the next meeting.

SATS Tests
There was no further information on this subject
COMMS GROUP:
There had been problems in opening emailed versions of the presentation. Copies were available on memory sticks. It was hoped to update the website and Information Leaflets for next year.
FUNDRAISING GROUP:
A new account had been opened.

RECTOR’S REPORT:
The Rector gave details of staffing matters; building renovation; and option choices.
He gave a detailed report of an incident regarding a School trip to France which had been widely reported in the press. He stressed that the safety of the pupils was paramount and that at no time had pupils been in any danger. Staff had acted in a highly professional manner and he highly commended them. Talks were taking place with the coach operators regarding refuelling stops.
Gavin Riley had been selected for the Scottish Schools Football Squad and 6 candidates were going for Gold in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

In answer to questions he confirmed that exclusion rates were down. It would no longer be possible to offer Higher courses where there were few candidates. Certain courses would be offered at other schools or by distance learning.
Award Ceremonies Etc
Fiona Cumming would attend the 4th/5th/6th year ceremony on 23rd April; David Stainthorpe would attend the S1 event on 6th May; Jeff Kerr would attend the S2 event on 12th May; Eric Dunion & Sharon Ledger would attend the S1/S3 event on 28th May.
The School Show was on the 24th June and the Prize Giving would be on the 1st July
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT

The Student representatives gave a report on their activities. They were pleased to report that Liam Murray had been elected to the Scottish Youth Parliament.
CORRESPONDENCE:
School Prize
Neil Wallace had written to ask if the Council would continue to support the School Prize Fund. It was agreed to continue the donation of £150. It was suggested that the name of the Prize should be changed to “The Parent Council Prize”.

Cluster Group
An email had been received from George Jamieson regarding the future of the Group. Members expressed reservations on the purpose of such a body. Occasional meetings to discuss best practice and to organise special events could be acceptable. The Council could see no other role for the group. David Stainthorpe and Fiona Cumming would attend the next meeting.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer submitted a written report showing that the current balance was £1133.74. There was now £5250 in the Fundraising Account.
ANY OTHER ITEMS DEEMED URGENT BY THE CHAIR:
Forum AGM
This would be held on 4th May. The question of co-opting a member to replace George Lind would be discussed after this. Eric thanked Sheila for her years of service to the School Board and the Parent Council. Sheila thanked the school staff for all they had done for Scott.
Parent Evenings
Doreen Bingham pointed out that some Parents’ Evenings had clashed with Newington Parents’ Evenings and asked if this could be avoided in future. The Rector took this on board.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
This was left to the Clerk and the Chair to arrange.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The date of the next meeting was set for Wednesday 19 May 2010 at 7.00pm.

