Minutes of the Meeting of Annan Academy Parent Council held in Room F10, Annan Academy on Wednesday 20 January 2010, at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:

Eric Dunion, Chair

Fiona Glass, Doreen Bingham, Gerry Baxter, Arthur Eggleton, Kathleen McVeigh, Sheila Wightman, Alison McGregor, Fiona Cumming, David Stainthorpe and Keith McCorkindale
IN ATTENDANCE:

John Bicket (Clerk), Frank Davis (Rector) and Christina Baxter & Dario Pagani (Student Representatives)
APOLOGIES:

Apologies were intimated on behalf of Jeff Kerr, Sharron Ledger and George Lind.
MINUTES:
The minutes of the meeting held on 18 November 2009 were taken as read and approved on a motion by Arthur Eggleton seconded by Gerry Baxter after adding Doreen Bingham’s name to those present.

LOCAL AUTHORITY BUDGET CUTS:
David Stainthorpe spoke to the report which had been circulated. There was criticism of the consultation document. It was the feeling of the meeting that cuts were inevitable, and they should be applied evenly over all spending. No sector should suffer deep cuts. It was agreed to write to local Councillors prior to a meeting being held in the Council Chambers on 9th February. Eric Dunion would attend.

MATTERS ARISING:

Peer Group Meeting
There was a Peer Group meeting that night.
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP REPORT:

The PowerPoint presentation was now complete and would be circulated shortly.

Fiona Cumming agreed to attend the Road show meetings at Gretna and Eastriggs on 18th February; Eric Dunion would attend the meeting at Newington on 23rd February and Kathleen McVeigh agreed to attend the meeting at Hecklegirth on the 24th.

FUNDRAISING GROUP REPORT:
Quotes for the lockers were still awaited. The type, number and location of the lockers were still under consideration.

It was unanimously agreed to open a separate bank account for fund raising

RECTOR’S REPORT:
The Rector gave a presentation giving details of proposed changes to S1/S2 curriculum. Pupils would be assessed on their attainments at primary school. The level attained would determine the number of English and Modern Languages periods they would attend. At the end of first year pupils would be offered a range of choices over a range of subjects. Members expressed some concerns about the age of pupils making choices and also about the range of choices. The Rector advised that some subjects were compulsory. He hoped to give greater flexibility to pupils, but had concerns about staffing matters. He stressed that he was focusing on literacy and numeracy. There would be a dry run in the near future. After discussion, the Council approved the Rector’s proposals.
EXAM RESULTS:

Final results were still awaited
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORT

The Student representatives gave a report on improvements in the Common Room; Buddy Boxes to help combat bullying; the delay in electing junior Prefects. There were regular meetings with younger pupils. They felt that 1st and 2nd year pupils should get priority for lockers. The Rector confirmed that he would be consulting on this matter.
CORRESPONDENCE:
Parent Council Newsletters were available.
TREASURER’S REPORT:
The Treasurer submitted a written report showing that the current balance was £1383.39.

ANY OTHER ITEMS DEEMED URGENT BY THE CHAIR:
5th/6th Year Parents’ evening
Alison McGregor and David Stainthorpe would attend

Junior Prefects
In reply to a question the Rector explained that teachers submitted names which the pupils then voted on.
AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING:
This was left to the Clerk and the Chair to arrange.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The date of the next meeting was set for Wednesday 17 February 2010 at 7.00pm.

